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Vulnerability Assessment and Strategic
Planning for Crisis Management

(Earthquake) in Rural Areas
Case Study: Shahrekord City

Asghar Norouzi™,Maryam Farhadi?

Abstract
S ince start of his settlement in the earth, man always has faced the environmental threats. Enhancement of tools
and technologies, not only gives man not-a—full success over nature, but increases the variety of crises. Any-
way, man has sometimes suffered many damages caused by natural disasters or faced some crises. Rural regions,
because of more relation and contact with natural environment, poverty, social condition, etc. are more vulnera-
ble and susceptible to natural crises. The main point in this respect is how to face with crises which is called “crises
management”. Therefore in the present study, after measuring the external, social and economic vulnerabilities,
planning of earthquake crises management is carried out for rural areas of Shahrekord, Iran. The research is of ap-
plied type and in descriptive -analytical method. In order to collect the required data, library as well as field stud-
ies were used. In the field method, 276 questionnaires were filled out by families resident in the sample villages
using random and cluster methods. SWOT was used to determine the intended strategy and T -test was used to
test the assumptions. Results of T -test showed that the socio -economic vulnerability of the mentioned rural area
is “high” during the crises and the spatial -external vulnerability is “less than medium”. Also the results of evalu-
ation matrix of external and internal factors, showed that adjusted scores of internal and external factors are 2.37
and 2.51, respectively. Thereafter “revision strategy " was determined as the appropriate strategy for planning.
Keywords: Crisis Management, Earthquake, Vulnerability, SWOT Model, Shahrkord Township.

1 Assistant Prof. Department of Geography , Payame Noor University.. Tehran. Iran; Email : Norouzi_1386@Yahoo.com
2 M.A. of Geography, Payame Noor University.
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