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The present study aimed to investigate the damages caused by the 2017 Keywords:

. . . e Earthquake-Affected
earthquake on children affected in Kermanshah province, utilizing the grounded Children Grounded

theory method. Data were collected through semi-structured in-depth interviews
with 12 affected children from Sarpol-e Zahab and Salas-e Babajani counties
using purposive sampling. In their interviews, the children described contextual
conditions, causal conditions, intervening conditions, perceptions, strategies, and
outcomes of their experiences in confronting this devastating disaster. The results
of this study revealed that the children studied suffered severe physical injuries
and even more intense psychosocial traumas, which, years later, continue to
threaten their lives and have not been adequately addressed. Additionally, these
children had limited and incomplete understanding of the earthquake and its
circumstances, with many having minimal awareness of earthquakes and related
conditions. The extent to which each child was affected by the damages and the
situations that arose varied. Moreover, the central phenomenon of this study was
identified as "existential insecurity”", reflecting the extremely challenging
conditions they faced in response to the earthquake.
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